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HIS 319 Milestone One Guidelines and Rubric
Overview
Throughout the course, you will examine and learn about the history of African Americans in the United States from Reconstruction to modern day. Each week, you will gain in-depth knowledge of the lived experiences of African Americans as they sought new lives outside of the bonds of enslavement. From the abolition of slavery to the dawn of the twenty-first century, as African Americans continued to pursue and fight for freedom and equality, they were often met with political, social, cultural, and economic resistance. Even in the face of such adversity, history has shown that African Americans were determined to fight the long fight to ensure that future generations encountered a world that was more open, accepting, and just.
The research project for this course should be focused on themes connected to African American history. While focusing on this theme, you will select a very specific topic between the period of Reconstruction and modern day as the subject of your research. Think broadly and creatively about your topic choice. You will select a specific aspect, issue, or debate within African American history as the focus for your research project. Construct a research-driven narrative that has at least two primary and at least four secondary sources. Your narrative should shed new light on the specific historical issue within African American history without historical fallacies. Be certain to include the formatting guidelines referenced in this project document for your narrative. The final project for this course is the creation of an 8- to 10-page final paper. The final draft of your narrative is due in Module Seven. 
Directions
For this assignment, you must address the following rubric criteria:
1. Brainstorming: Select three potential research topics from the Research Topic Ideas list provided in the Supporting Materials section below or a topic of your choosing. Note: the Research Topic Ideas list contains six key themes with several related topics. You may choose from any of the topics listed or select one of your own.
A. Each potential research topic should closely relate to African American history. In this early stage, consider which historical lens, such as social, cultural, economic, religious, or
political, that you are most interested in. B. Example:
Research Topic: The Plessy v. Ferguson Supreme Court Decision (1896) legalized the doctrine of “separate but equal,” which set the legal precedent for segregation across the South.
Historical Lens: For a political lens, focus on the legal statute of the case. What were the main issues that African Americans in the South faced when accessing public spaces? Consider why Homer Plessy was chosen to test the segregation laws on Southern trains. For example, was it due to his skin color, economic status, or his potential racial ambiguity? You could also consider the legal outcomes of the decision and the political effects that the case had on African Americans. For a cultural and social lens, focus on the “separate but equal doctrine” and what that meant for African Americans across the South. Consider their daily lives, public versus private spaces, education, religion, and so on.
C. Thinking through the historical lens will aid you as you conduct research and begin writing your research-driven narrative. Determine whose perspective you are most interested in presenting.
2. Topic Justification: Provide a short paragraph of at least 4‒5 sentences that explains why you chose that topic for each proposed research topic. A. What are you most interested in learning?
B. Explain the topic’s historical relevance and significance to African American history.
3. Potential Sources: Provide two potential primary sources and two potential secondary sources for each proposed research topic.
A. These sources are meant to serve as a starting point for your research. It is important to ensure that you have adequate sources for your final research paper. You will ultimately
decide which topic you are most drawn to and will continue to search for more sources as your research progresses. B. Use primary and secondary sources from the collections listed in the Supporting Materials section below.
C. Provide full Chicago (Turabian) formatting for each source.
4. Source Justification: Provide a short paragraph of at least 4‒5 sentences that explains the justification for your selection of each source.
A. For this section, explain why you chose the selected source and what you hope to learn from your source as it relates to your topic.
What to Submit
Your paper should be submitted as a 2- to 3-page Microsoft Word document with double spacing, 12-point Times New Roman font, and one-inch margins. Sources should be cited in Chicago (Turabian) format.
Supporting Materials
The following resources support your work on the project:
Shapiro Library Research Guide: History
This Shapiro Library resource will support this assignment by providing source and reference guidance. 
Resource: Research Topic Ideas
This SNHU document provides a comprehensive list of research topic ideas to support the final project.
AI Usage
If you use gen AI tools to support your work on this assignment, be sure to follow these AI usage guidelines. You must acknowledge your use of these tools in your work. Guidelines on how to cite AI tools can be found in this Shapiro Library guide.
Milestone One Rubric
	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Partially Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations
	Value

	Brainstorming
	N/A
This level is not applicable for grading of this criterion
	Selects three potential research topics from the Research Topic
Ideas list or a chosen topic
(100%)
	Selects one or two potential research topics (55%)
	Does not attempt criterion
(0%)
	8

	Topic Justification
	Exceeds expectations in an exceptionally clear, insightful, sophisticated, or creative manner (100%)
	Provides a short paragraph of at least 4‒5 sentences that explains why that topic was chosen for each proposed research topic (85%)
	Provides a short paragraph of at least 4‒5 sentences that explains why that particular topic was chosen for one or two research topics (55%)
	Does not attempt criterion
(0%)
	25

	Potential Sources
	N/A
This level is not applicable for grading of this criterion
	Provides two potential primary sources and two potential secondary sources for each proposed research topic
(100%)
	Provides potential sources for each proposed research topic, but response lacks primary or secondary sources (55%)
	Does not attempt criterion
(0%)
	25

	Source Justification
	Exceeds expectations in an exceptionally clear, insightful, sophisticated, or creative manner (100%)
	Provides a short paragraph of at least 4‒5 sentences that explains the justification for the selection of each source
(85%)
	Provides a short paragraph of at least 4‒5 sentences that explains why the topic was chosen for one or two sources
(55%)
	Does not attempt criterion
(0%)
	25

	Clear Communication
	Exceeds expectations with an intentional use of language that promotes a thorough understanding (100%)
	Consistently and effectively communicates in an organized way to a specific audience
(85%)
	Shows progress toward meeting expectations, but communication is inconsistent or ineffective in a way that negatively impacts understanding (55%)
	Shows no evidence of consistent, effective, or organized communication (0%)
	7

	Citations and Attributions
	Uses citations for ideas requiring attribution, with few or no minor errors (100%)
	Uses citations for ideas requiring attribution, with consistent minor errors (85%)
	Uses citations for ideas requiring attribution, with major errors (55%)
	Does not use citations for ideas requiring attribution (0%)
	10

	Total:
	100%
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